A Hindu female, aged about 60 years, was run over by a military truck, as a result of which she died instantaneously. The dead body was brought to the hospital for post-mortem examination by the police. On Upper five ribs (from 2nd to 7th) on either side were found fractured along the nipple line. On opening up the chest both the pleural cavities were found to be filled with fluid blood. The right lung was adherent at the base. On putting the hand in the left pleural cavity to find out the condition of the lung as regards adhesions, etc., a globular mass, lying free in the cavity, was detected. On examination, this was found to be the heart that had become detached from its vascular attachments. The mechanism in the particular case cited above appears to be compression that was possibly more on the right side of the chest burst the pericardium on the left" side and the same force dragged the mobile part of the heart downwards and to the left, separating it from its attachments and forcing it into the left pleural cavity through the rent in the pericardium.
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